Cytopathic hypoxia in sepsis: a true problem?
It is increasingly apparent that organ dysfunction in sepsis is caused, at least in part, by an acquired intrinsic derangement in cellular oxidative adenosine triphosphate (ATP) production. We have termed this phenomenon "cytopathic hypoxia". Although several different but mutually compatible mechanisms might account for the development of cytopathic hypoxia in sepsis, recent data from our laboratory point to activation of the nuclear enzyme, poly-ADP-ribosyl polymerase (PARP), as being the most important.